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Introduction 


International relations attempts to explain the 
interactions of states in the global interstate 
system, and it also attempts to explain the 
interactions of others whose behavior originates 
within one country and is targeted toward 
members of other countries. In short, the study of 
International relations is an attempt to explain 
behavior that occurs across the boundaries of 
States. the broader relationships of which such 
behavior is a part, and the institutions (private, 
state, nongovernmental, and intergovernmental) 
that oversee those interactions. Explanations of 
that behavior may be sought at any level of 
human aggregation. Some look to psychological 
and social-psychological understandings of why 
foreign policymakers act as they do. Others 
investigate institutional processes and politics as 
factors contributing to the externally directed 
goals and behavior of states. 


Defenition of Interntional Relations 


International relations (IR), international affairs 
(IA) or international studies (IS) is the scientific 
study of interactions between sovereign states. In 
a broader sense, it concerns all activities between 
States—such as war, diplomacy, trade, and 
foreign policy—and relations with and among 
other international actors, such as 
intergovernmental organisations (IGOs), 
international non-governmental organisations 
(INGOs), international legal bodies, and 
multinational corporations (MNCs). 


International relations is widely considered a 
Subdiscipline of political science. However, IR 
draws considerably upon international 
economics, international law, world history, 
cultural anthropology, and ethnology. In the US, 
IR is frequently one of the sub-fields within 
political science departments, but some 
academic institutions characterize it as an 
independent or multidisciplinary. While 
international politics has been analyzed 
throughout much of history, IR did not emerge as 
a discrete field until the turn of the 20th century, 
initially as an extension of political science; it was 
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first distinguished as its own discipline in 1919, 
when it was offered as an undergraduate major 
by Aberystwyth University in the United Kingdom. 
Over the next decade, similar studies were 
established at the University of Oxford and 
London School of Economics, which led the field 
to develop its independence and prominence. 


History of International Relations 


Studies of international relations start thousands 
of years ago; Barry Buzan and Richard Little 
consider the interaction of ancient Sumerian city- 
States, starting in 3,500 BC, as the first fully- 
fledged international system . However the 
establishment of modern sovereign states as 
fundamental political units traces back to the 
Peace of Westphalia of 1648 in Europe. During 
the preceding Middle Ages, European 
organization of political authority was based on a 
vaguely hierarchical religious order. Contrary to 
popular belief, Westphalia still embodied layered 
systems of sovereignty, especially within the Holy 
Roman Empire. More than the Peace of 
Westphalia, the Treaty of Utrecht of 1713 is 
thought to reflect an emerging norm that 
sovereigns had no internal equals within a 
defined territory and no external superiors as the 
ultimate authority within the territory's sovereign 


borders. These principles underpin the modern 
international legal and political order. 


The Value of International Relations 


Although international relations has taken ona 
new significance because of our increasingly 
interconnected world, it is certainly not a new 
concept. Historically, the establishment of 
treaties between nations served as the earliest 
form of international relations. 

The study and practice of international relations 
in today’s world is valuable for many reasons: 


e International relations promotes successful 
trade policies between nations. 
„International relations encourages travel 
related to business, tourism, and 
immigration, providing people with 
opportunities to enhance their lives. 


e International relations allows nations to 
cooperate with one another, pool resources, 
and share information as a way to face global 
issues that go beyond any particular country 
or region. Contemporary global issues include 
pandemics, terrorism, and the environment. 

e International relations advances human 
culture through cultural exchanges, 
diplomacy and policy development. 


The practice of international relations is valuable 
In a wide array of settings. Some examples 
inlcude: 


“Humanitarian organizations such as World Food 
Programme International corporations like 
Toyota .Intergovernmental 
organizations like the United Nations 


The Theories and Principles of IR 


International relations may be an offshoot of 
political science, but this field of study is 
exceptionally in-depth in its own right. As our 
global society evolves and expands, international 
relations will evolve and expand along with it as 
we continue to explore new and exciting way to 
link our complex world. 


For example, traditional dimensions of 
international relations related to international 


peace and prosperity include topics such as 
international diplomacy, arms control, and 
alliance politics. Contemporary studies in 
international relations, on other hand, include 
topics such as international political economics, 
environmental politics, refugee and migration 
issues, and human rights. 


Examining the Levels of State Behavior 


Professionals studying international relations 
often determine the level at which they will 
analyze a state’s behavior: 


-System Level Analysis: System level analysis 
looks at the international system; more 
specifically, how the international system affects 
the behavior of nation states, with the key 
variable being that the international system 
includes the power of each state rather than 
being independent of them. 


-State Level Analysis: State level analysis 
examines how a state’s characteristics determine 
its foreign policy behavior. This type of analysis 
often views states as having cultural 
characteristics based on their religious or social 
traditions, and their historical legacy, and 
includes an analysis of economic and geographic 
factors. 


-Organizational Level Analysis: Organizational 
level analysis examines how organizations within 
a state influence the state’s foreign policy 
behavior. In other words, organizational level 
analysis views that organizations—not states— 
make the decisions that create a state’s foreign 


policy. 
-Individual Level Analysis: Individual level 


analysis views the leaders of states as being the 
largest influencers of foreign policy. 


Examining the Theories of International 
Relations 


The study of international relations involves 
theoretical approaches based on solid evidence. 
Theories of international relations are essentially 
a set of ideas aimed at explaining how the 
international system works. 


The two, major theories of international relations 
are realism and liberalism. 


Conclusion 


International Relations is an important branch of 
Political Science. The Scope of International 
relations is the complex relations existing among 
the sovereign states of the world. It is mainly 
concerned, among other things, with the study in 
depth of all events and situations affecting more 
than one state. 
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